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A.

Construction Master Calculators
I use this calculator all the time to calculate square footage, areas, etc.
What a great tool. The Construction Master 5 is the essential tool for
serious building professionals. Easy-to-use in the field or office it meets
the need for fast, accurate construction- math solutions. Enter the numbers, just as you would say them and the solutions appear in an instant –
they’re built-in to your Construction Master 5. Ideal for plans, and layouts.
Reduce the risk of expensive errors when estimating costs and materials.
Save time, money and frustration!

This is the one I would recommend, but look at all that is available at
Calculated Industries’ website at www.calculated.com. Shop around on price and check to
see if we have a “Promo Discount”. I consider this tool a must.

B.

Scale Master
I use this tool to get a quick total measurement off a set of plans. For
example, if I am quickly checking on how mush base mold I may need in a
home I will use this tool with the plans. It is especially useful if you are
measuring a curved area such as a curved driveway from the site plan.
The affordable Scale Master® Classic is designed for building, engineering and construction professionals. Obtain fast, accurate Linear, Area and
Volume takeoffs from blueprints, drawings and maps. It features seventytwo built-in scales – 6 custom scales and 2 built-in memories. A ‘Lock
switch’ holds a Mode or Scale in either Metric or Imperial dimensions. It is
an ideal tool for preparing bids and estimates in the field or office.

This is the one I would recommend if you have the money, but look at all that is available at
Calculated Industries’ website at www.calculated.com. Shop around on price and check to
see if we have a “Promo Discount”.
C.

A Roll of Tracing Paper and a Pad of Graph Paper

What can I say, I use it all the time to place over my drawings to consider changes, etc. I
prefer a rool over a pad. The pad you’ll use to verify you have room for furniture among
other things. You’ll see when you have them.
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D.

Stanley FatMax Measuring Tape
If you’re going to be a bear you might as well be a grizzly. Don’t walk
around with a silly 10 foot or 16 foot tape measure that looks like a
piece of limp spaghetti. You are going to definitely need a nice tape
measure and I have found the Stanley FaxMax to be my favorite. Minimum, I would purchase the 25 foot tape but my preference is the 30 foot
tape. Shop around because the price varies quit a bit. Check to see if
we have a “Promo Discount” at Home Depot or Lowes.

E.

Leica DISTO™ A3 Handheld Distance Laser Meter

Okay, this is a luxury toy/tool. Only for you guys with extra discretionary
income. If you go with this model shop around but it will be around
$299.00. You could go with a cheaper model that would accomplish what
I want. Leica is on of the best manufacturers for these laser tools. What I
love about this tool is when you are on the job you can take quick and
accurate measurements which are not that easy with a tape measure.
And it is much faster than a tape measure for many situations. For example, I can quickly check door and window rough openings, even on
those window that could be 12 feet tall, in half the time and more accurate than using a tape
measure. Checking the length and width of a room can be done in seconds.
F.

Architect and Engineer’s Scale
You will need one of each. The architect scale you will use with your
plans, the engineer scale you will use with your site plan. Simply play
with them for an hour or two and you’ll know exactly how to use them.
Any office supply house will carry them.

G.

Palm Pilot
Shop around and see the different models. I keep everything on my
palm. Tons of notes, everyone’s phone number, calendar, you name
it. I believe the desktop software is free to download and even if you
don’t have a handheld the desktop is a great time saver on keeping
up with to do lists, etc. If you can spring for the handheld at this point I
highly recommend it. I have all my subs, suppliers, and associates
right at my finger tips.
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